
NOV. 24TH, 2018:
Shaughnessy Heights United Church
NOV. 24TH, 2018:
Good Shepherd Church

Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director     |     Stephen Smith, Piano

WITH SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
Ben Heppner, O.C., LL.D.  |  VYC Kids, Cassie Luftspring, Conductor



An elegant  

dinner concert  

with soprano  

Isabel Bayrakdarian 

in support of Canada’s 

award-winning  

Elektra Women’s Choir

An Honourary Patron of 
Elektra, Bayrakdarian weaves 
magic with her shimmering 

voice and Grammy-nominated 
artistry in this intimate recital, 
sharing the stage with Elektra 
in the luxurious surroundings 

of the Sutton Place Hotel.

Tickets $250 

Sunday, April 7, 2019 | 6 pm
Sutton Place Hotel 
845 Burrard Street

For tickets and more 
information contact  
the Elektra office at  

manager@elektra.ca  
or call 604.739.1255.

Announcing Elektra’s 15th CD, 

It’s here and just in time for your evening of 
Christmas decorating or gift-giving! Elektra’s 
newest CD offers first recordings of beautiful 
original works plus arrangements of  
well-loved carols.
 

CDs and dropcards 

are available today 

in the lobby and at  

elektra.ca.  Or find 

us on CD Baby and 

iTunes.

Today - a gift to you from Elektra! On your 

way out of the concert, you will be offered 

a dropcard of the whole Silent Night CD, in 

case you want to transfer the tracks straight 

onto your computer or mobile device and 

skip the step of the physical CD. Just follow 

the instructions on the card.  Happy listening!
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Tickets Tonight

Welcome! 
Welcome to our house! Whether this is your first experience of 
Elektra or part of our 32-year tradition, we are so happy that you 
have chosen to spend this moment with us. Elektra exists to 
present compelling performances, commission new repertoire 
which is sung by choirs the world over, and encourage and 
mentor others in our choral community. As we share Christmas 
music from around the world with you today, we bring you the 
essence of who we are. We hope the experience offers a time to 
be “in the moment” with other music-lovers, to enjoy, rejuvenate, 
and reflect.
Today is a special occasion in which we share the stage with one 
of Canada’s most celebrated opera artists, the incomparable  
Ben Heppner. Before his recent retirement from opera, Ben’s 
beautiful tenor voice took him to the most prestigious opera 
houses of the world, where his gripping performances garnered 
critical acclaim. We also welcome the delightful voices of VYC 
Kids and their director Cassie Luftspring. Cassie is also a 
featured arranger on the program, with her brand new On 
Christmas, combining the familiar carols I Saw Three Ships 
and Sussex Carol in an arrangement written especially for our 
combined voices.
The music you will hear reaches back across centuries, weaving 
together traditional Christmas melodies from around the world 
with new music on beloved, ancient texts. From our opening folk 
carol from Romania through a Catalan tune made famous by 
cellist Pablo Casals, a Mennonite song, and a charming new 
waltz, we hope you will find your own favourite. As with all of 
our concerts, I’ve published a Listener’s Guide, available on 
the Chez Nous page of our website. If you would like more 
background on our music and why I programmed it, please have 
a read. And please join us in March and May as we bring more 
outstanding choral music to life.
 

Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director

Season Media Sponsor

Elektra Women’s Choir gratefully acknowledges that this event takes 
place on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish peoples, including 
the territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations.

Chez Nous: Christmas with Elektra is presented with the  
generous support of:
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Programme

Elektra Women’s Choir

Domnulet si domn din cer ......................traditional Romanian, arr. Kitka Women’s Vocal Ensemble

Pat-a-Pan  .................................... Bernard de la Monoye, arr. Shawn Kirschner (Canadian premiere)

El cant dels ocells  ........................ traditional Catalonian, arr. Bernat Vivancos (Canadian premiere)

Soloist: Jillian Schina

In Dulci Jubilo  ........................................................................  traditional German, arr. Laura Hawley

There is No Rose  ............................................ traditional English words, music by Don Macdonald**
Soloist: Holly Kennedy

The Time of Christëmas  ........ traditional English words, music by Stephen Smith (World premiere)
Commissioned for Elektra by Maureen Ciarniello

VYC Kids

Once in Royal David’s City .................................................................. H.J. Gauntlett, arr. A.H. Mann  
Soloists: Celie Joffe (November 24) Leif Boyd (November 25)

Welcome Yule from Salvator Mundi  ........................................................................  William Mathias

Winter Sleigh Ride .........................................................................................................  Cynthia Gray

Winter Lullaby .....................................................................................................................   Pinkzebra

Please sing with us! (lyrics on page 6)

Joy to the World .......................................... G.F. Handel, arr. Lowell Mason, descant by John Rutter

  

v  Intermission  v

Please turn off your cell phones! Please note that photography and videography (other than 
by Elektra’s official photographers) are not permitted during the performance.  

At intermission and following the concert, 
we encourage you to tweet about your experience: @ElektraYVR!

Chez Nous: Christmas with Elektra
Saturday, November 24, 2018, 7:30pm  |  Shaughnessy Heights United Church, Vancouver

Sunday, November 25, 2018, 3:00pm  |  Good Shepherd Church, South Surrey
Elektra Women’s Choir, Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director

Stephen Smith, Piano
with special guest, Ben Heppner, Tenor

and VYC Kids, Cassie Luftspring, Conductor
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Elektra Women’s Choir

A Cradle Song  ......................... lyrics “Coventry Carol” attr. Robert Croo (1534), music by Eric Tuan  
(Canadian premiere)

Sweet was the Song ........................................   tune from an 18th century Mennonite singing book,  
text from William Ballet’s Lute Book (ca. 1600) and  

Scottish traditional (alt.), arranged by Stephen Smith 
 (World premiere)

Ben Heppner

If I Had a Little Coat  ................................................................................................... Kenneth Walton

What Child is This? ....................... traditional English, arr. Mary O’Hara, transcribed Eldon McBride

The Holy Boy  ....................................................................................................................John Ireland

Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow  ............................................................... traditional, arr. Mark Hayes

Please sing with us! (lyrics on page 7)

Winter Wonderland ..............lyrics by Richard B. Smith, music by Felix Bernard, arr. Stephen Smith

Ben Heppner, Elektra Women’s Choir and VYC Kids

Romance in Waltz Time  ......................................... Ben’s melody: lyrics by Michael Dennis Browne,  
music by Alfred S. Burt;  

choir melody: music and lyrics  
by Abbie Betinis (Canadian premiere)

On Christmas ............................... traditional English carols, arr. Cassie Luftspring (World premiere) 
Commissioned by Elektra  

with the support of the BC Arts Council, the Vancouver Foundation,  
and the Diane Loomer Commissioning Fund

Night of Silence ...........................................................................................................  Daniel Kantor

      denotes Canadian composer
**   available on an Elektra recording
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Selected Texts, Translations, and Notes

Domnulet si domn din cer
(sung in Romanian)

This night is a great night,
Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
And this night is no ordinary night.
Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
For it is Christmas night,
The night of the ancient Christmas,
When the Holy Child was born,
The Holy Child here on earth.
The Child is crying, He is restless,
Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
In his mother’s arms,

El Cant dels Ocells
(sung in Catalan)

Seeing the rise of the brightest light on the most elated night; the birds, singing, go to celebrate
with delicate voices.
The linnet was singing: “Oh, how beautiful and lovely is the Child of Mary!” and the merry thrush 
says: “Death is defeated. My life is born.”

In Dulci Jubilo

With sweet jubilation.
Let songs and gladness flow!
All our joy reclineth
In a manger
And like the sun he shineth
In [your] mother’s lap.
You are Alpha and Omega!
O infant Jesus
I yearn for you always!
Comfort me and stay me.
O best of boys
By the great love I pray thee,
O Prince of Glory,
Draw me after you [to heaven]!
O love of the Father!

Joy to the World – please sing with us! 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

O mercy of the son!
Condemned we have remained
Through our sins,
But he for us hath gained
The joys of heaven,
In paradiase afar,
Where joys unending are.
Where are the joys
More deep than heaven’s are?
In heaven are angels singing
New songs.
In heaven the bells are ringing
In the courts of the King.
O that we were there!

Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
We wish you good health,
May you all partake of well-being,
May Christ give you everything,
A long life and health.
We walk along and sing colinde,*
Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
We wish these people all the best,
Sweet little Lord and Lord in Heaven;
Lord in heaven.
* a Romanian folk carol

Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.
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Winter Wonderland – please sing with us!  

Sleigh bells ring, are you listenin’?
In the lane snow is glist’nin’.
A beautiful sight, 
We’re happy tonight
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland.
Gone away is the bluebird,
Here to stay is a new bird.
He sings a love song
As we go along
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland
In the meadow we can build a snowman
and pretend that he is Parson Brown.
He’ll say “Are you married?”
We’ll say “No man.
But you can do the job when you’re in town.”

Later on we’ll conspire
As we dream by the fire
To face unafraid
The plans that we’ve made
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland.
In the meadow we can build a snowman
And pretend that he’s a circus clown.
We’ll have lots of fun with Mister Snowman,
Until the other kiddies knock him down.
Later on we’ll conspire
As we dream by the fire
To face unafraid
The plans that we’ve made
Walkin’ in a winter wonderland.
Walkin’ In a winter wonderland.
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Elektra Women’s Choir from Vancouver, Canada has been a leader 
among women’s choirs since 1987. Under the direction of Artistic Director 
Morna Edmundson the 45-voice adult choir is known for its adventurous 
programming, seeking out music written specifically for women and 
frequently commissioning new works. The choir is honoured to work with 
an outstanding accompanist, Dr. Stephen Smith.
Elektra delivers its mandate to “inspire and lead” through an annual concert 
series including new and commissioned works and featuring outstanding 

guest artists. In addition to performing worthy repertoire from the past, Elektra has commissioned 
over 90 compositions and arrangements. The choir’s recordings on iTunes and CD Baby extend 
the reach of its repertoire internationally. Elektra’s 15th CD, Silent Night, was released in October 
2018, and features the music of Canadians Kelly-Marie Murphy, Don Macdonald and Sarah 
Jaysmith. Elektra’s website offers a permanent repertoire resource featuring all works programmed 
by the choir to date. Elektra’s celebrated outreach programs encourage, train, and mentor the next 
generation of youth and adults: singers, conductors, and composers.
A multiple national prize-winning ensemble, Elektra has been honoured to perform at conferences 
of Choral Canada, the American Choral Directors Association, Chorus America, the International 
Society for Music Education, and the International Federation for Choral Music.  Elektra participates 
enthusiastically in shared projects with other arts organizations such as the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra and Chor Leoni Men’s Choir, and in festivals and concert series. In July 2017, Elektra 
was one of two choirs representing Canada at the World Symposium on Choral Music, in 
Barcelona, Spain.

Soprano 1  
Danica Kell, Holly Kennedy*, Cassie Luftspring, Ashley McConnell, Janine Magaw, Rachel Nelson, 

Janet Pritchard, Erika Salas, Jillian Schina

Soprano 2  
Bonnie Borin, Ann Busay, Catherine Cheneval, Katrin Lohuaru, Amanda Randt, Kathryn Slemko*,  

Kim Taylor, Allison Tremblay, Maggie Van Seters

Alto 1  
Amy Dawson*, Susan Edwards, Grace Groot, Kirstin Hain, Shelley Koke, Simone Lemieux,  
Sheila Little, Stephanie Loo, Stephanie Mayer, Alison Stillwell, Patty Wagner, Brenda Wilson

Alto 2  
Beth Busby, Stephanie Ching, Maureen Ciarniello, Elisabeth Finch, Corinne Norbraten*,  

Alicia O’Brien, Denise O’Brien, Caitlin Robinson, Deirdre Rogers, Stephanie Schollen
  

* Section Leaders
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Morna Edmundson is one of Canada’s best-known choral conductors with 
a strong reputation for excellence. Passionate since childhood about choral 
singing, she obtained degrees and diplomas in vocal music in Vancouver, 
Bellingham, and Stockholm, Sweden where her teachers included Eric 
Ericson. In 1987, she co-founded Elektra Women’s Choir with Diane Loomer, 
a treasured partnership that lasted 22 years. In 2009, Morna became 
Elektra’s sole Artistic Director, continuing the choir’s strong leadership role in 
concert presentation, commissioning, recording, and mentorship.
For 14 years Morna shared her love of quality repertoire with a new 
generation of singers in her role as Associate Artistic Director of Coastal 

Sound Music Academy, where she was Music Director of the mixed-voice Youth Chamber Choir. 
Morna has adjudicated in North America and Asia, conducted honour choirs in several states, co-
directed the American Choral Directors Association National Women’s Honour Choir, and gives 
frequent workshops with choirs of all ages.  
In 2000, she was presented with the Healey Willan Award for outstanding service to the BC 
Choral Federation, an organization she serves as a member of the President’s Advisory Council. 
In 2009, Morna was a recipient of the BC Community Achievement Award, which recognized her 
gifted organizational talent, leadership by example, and her encouragement of others to pursue 
their musical and choral goals. In 2011, Morna received a YWCA Woman of Distinction award in 
recognition of her work with Elektra. Since 2013, Morna has served on the board of Chorus America, 
the advocacy, research, and leadership development organization that gives voice to the choral field.

MORNA EDMUNDSON, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Stephen Smith grew up in rural Nova Scotia, where he sang and played the 
piano from an early age. After initial studies in his home province in both piano 
and organ, he attended the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, 
England. While there, he participated in national and international competitions 
and won numerous awards and distinctions.
Since 1990, Stephen has lived in Vancouver, obtaining his doctoral degree in 
piano performance from the University of British Columbia, and contributing to 
the musical life of the city as a performer, teacher, conductor, composer and 
arranger. Central to Stephen’s career is his long-standing relationship with some 
of Vancouver’s finest choral groups. In addition to his work with Elektra (which he 

has accompanied since 2001), he is also resident accompanist of the Vancouver Men’s Chorus, pianist 
for the Vancouver Bach Choir, and a frequent collaborator with Chor Leoni Men’s Choir, the Vancouver 
Chamber Choir, and many other ensembles.
Stephen is also a published composer and arranger of choral music, with a long and growing list 
of commissions from individual choirs across North America, and from such entities as the British 
Columbia Choral Federation, the Women’s Commissioning Consortium of the ACDA, and the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. Stephen’s work as both composer and pianist can be heard on dozens of CDs 
in commercial release, including a solo recording of classical piano miniatures entitled “Kaleidoscope,” 
which is available on iTunes.

STEPHEN SMITH, PIANIST
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BEN HEPPNER, O.C., LL.D.

Ben Heppner is renowned worldwide for his 
portrayals in the dramatic tenor repertoire. 
His illustrious career has taken him to opera 
stages and concert halls around the world. 
He is acclaimed for the beauty of his voice, 
incisive musicianship, and his generosity 
with his audience. His performances on 
the opera stage, in concert with the world’s 
leading orchestras, in the most prestigious 
recital venues, and in recordings have set 
new standards in his demanding repertoire.
Heppner studied music at the University 
of British Columbia. He first gained 
national attention in 1979 as the winner of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
Talent Festival. In December 1998,  
CBC Television’s SOMETHING SPECIAL 
featured Ben Heppner in an hour-long 
portrait of the artist. He is a 1988 winner 
of the Metropolitan Opera auditions and 

received Grammy® Awards in 1998 for his recording of Die Meistersinger on London/Decca 
records and in 2001 for his recording of Les Troyens with the London Symphony Orchestra on 
LSOLive. Ben Heppner is a Companion of the Order of Canada.
Heppner now brings his voice to the airwaves of CBC Radio as host of Saturday Afternoon at 
the Opera featuring the finest opera productions and recordings from around the world, as well as 
Backstage with Ben Heppner, where Ben share stories from behind the magic curtain and his 
passion for great classical music.
Ben Heppner lives in Toronto with his wife. He has three grown children and is a proud Papa to 
five grandchildren. Heppner loves drinking coffee on the deck and touring the countryside on his 
motorcycle.
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VYC KIDS
Founded in 2013 by Carrie Tennant, the Vancouver 
Youth Choir provides a space for beginning to 
advanced young singers to develop their artistry in a 
supportive community. VYC has grown rapidly over the 
past six years, expanding to 200 singers in four choirs: 
Vancouver Youth Choir for singers aged 16-24, VYC 
Junior for grades 7-10, VYC Kids for grades 3-6, and 
VYC Tiny for kindergarden-grade 2. VYC believes in the 
artistic potential of young people, regardless of their age, 
ability or experience, and strives for excellence in all levels. In addition to building skill and fostering 
talent, it is part of VYC’s mandate to develop creative, caring citizens who value contributing to and 
investing in their communities. Conducted by Cassie Luftspring and accompanied by Jocelyn 
Liu, VYC Kids is thriving in its third season, and is thrilled to be part of Chez Nous 2018!

CASSIE LUFTSPRING
Cassie Luftspring is Vancouver Youth Choir’s VYC Kids Conductor 
and Music Literacy Director, a Teaching Artist for Vancouver Opera, 
Assistant Director of Pacifica Singers, and Director of Songcology: 
BC Cancer Agency’s staff choir. She also teaches piano and voice, 
and sings professionally with various ensembles. Previously, she was 
Associate Conductor and Musicianship Director for the Cantabile Youth 
Singers of Silicon Valley, Assistant Artistic Director of the Mississauga 
Festival Youth Choir, and has held conducting positions with the 
Toronto Children’s Chorus and Cantabile Choirs of Kingston.  
A seven-time winner of the Amadeus Choir’s Songwriting 

Competition, Cassie’s works have been performed by ensembles throughout North America. 
Cassie holds a Master’s degree in choral conducting, and a degree in piano and composition.

8pm Friday, December 7, 2018
The Orpheum

Vancouver Chamber Choir and Orchestra
Pacifica Singers | Nathalie Paulin, soprano

Daniel Cabena, countertenor
Isaiah Bell, tenor

Stephen Hegedus, bass-baritone
Jon Washburn, conductor 

In this 48th season of the Choir, Jon Washburn
will conduct his 48th performance of Messiah,
Vancouver’s perennial Christmas favourite. It

features the Vancouver Chamber Choir, Pacifica
Singers, Vancouver Chamber Orchestra and a

stellar roster of Canadian vocal soloists.

1.855.985.ARTS (2787)
vancouverchamberchoir.com
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Amy Dawson
Betty Dawson 
Elaine Dawson 
Naomi Dawson
Lisa De perio
Raquel De Souza
Erin De Souza
Gordon DeVito
Redenta Di Tomaso
Rapti Dietrich
Amir Doroudian
Stephanie Drake
Trisha Dulku
Susan Edwards
Cathy & Gail Embree
Dora Eng
Lisa Englehart
Ximena Escobar de Nogales
Mustapha Faqeri
Farnam 555 Investment Inc.
Grace Fatkin
Sheila Fee
Tony Fera
Dr. Christopher  
& Suzanne Finch
Gordon Finney
Patti Fletcher
Dale Flexman
Edwin Friesen
Melanie Gaines
Tegan Gallilee-Lang
Lindsay Gallimore
Maxine & Dave
Andrea Ginter
Patti Grann-Bell
Matthew Grant
Barbara Gregory
Grace Groot
Heather Groot 
Michael Groot 
Norm Groot 
Kristen Groot
Kirstin Hain
Wendy Hain
Ron Hain
Christine Hall
Cricket Handler
Deirdre Hartwell
Robert Hasty
Susanna Henderson
Travis Henschelf
Gerard Hernandez
Heather Hesson 
Wendy Hiebert
Arlene Higgs
Susan Hobkirk
Bruce Hoffman
Jackie Hofstede
Alyssa Hogan
Maureen Hole

Conductor’s Circle 
($5000+)
Elisabeth & David Finch
Sheila Little

Legacy 
($1500 to $4999)
Maureen Ciarniello
Team TELUS Cares
Haebler Construction Projects
Catherine & Roland Haebler

From The Heart 
($750 to $1499)
Elsie Brewis  
(in memory of Nigel Brewis)
Diane McConnell

Classic Elektra 
($250 to $749)
Matthew Baird & Heather Wood
Helen Edwards
Pam Brewis 
(in memory of Ken Myhr)
Barbara Ciarniello
David Cousins 
Karen Frazer
Maryke Gilmore
Ann Neumann
Vivian Norbraten
Denise O’Brien & Jim Logan
Sandra & Nick Phillips
Chris & Patricia Robinson
Sharon Schermbrucker
Harold Schubert
Jill Tipping
Matt Tipping
Allison Tremblay
Margarethe & Steve Uyesugi
Brian Volhoffer

Child of Grace 
(up to $249)
Cornelia Aalhuizen
Mohamed Abdulla
Margaret Althaus
Jessica and Ahsen Ansari
Shelagh Anson
Pam Athey
Joyce Baker
Sharon Bandstra
Joan Bao
Hazel Baxter
Lori Bender
Andrea Benitez
Leo & Debbie Benne
Joanna Bevaart
Mimi Beyene

Karin Bezurova
Mandeep Bhullar
Rebecca Bittel
Rachael Blaseckie
Leanne Bowes
Andy & Mary Braacx
Don Brooks
Oksana Bullock
Jan Burns
Ann Busay
Denise Caldwell
Lenia Calico
Margaret Campbell
Bonnie Campbell
Sandra Campbell 
Anne Campbell-Stone
Anne Caraan
Christmas Caraan
Neil Carlisle
Lynda Catchpole
Frankie Cena 
Pete and Sandy Chamberlain
Yuen Chan
Sharleen Chan
Yuen Yee Chan
Wendy Chee
Catherine Cheneval
Marc Cheneval
Tessa Cheng
Nav Chima
Stephanie Ching
Lucy Ching
Julia Chipman
Holly Choi
Katy Chong
Camille Ciarniello
Camille Ciarniello
Rosie Cindrich
Diana Clark
Dawn Cochrane
Jane Cochrane
Martin Cody
Judith Coffin
Sue Contant
Donna Cooke
Anne Marie Corrigan 
Hilary Creelman
Rosalie Cress
Caroline Crocker
Christina & Michael Crook
Catherine Crouch
Jeffrey Curtis
Tyler Cutforth
Dylan Cutler
Ofer dal Lal
Shelley Dale
Leanne Dalton
Sarah Dash
Maria Dauphinee
Kathie Dawe

Elektra would like to acknowledge the support of the following 
generous donors.
This list is complete as of November 1st, 2018. If there are any errors or omissions, please contact 
manager@elektra.ca
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Ray Horst
Malaika Horswill 
Martin Horswill
Zoria Hortsing
James Jiuyang Hou
Marie Claude Houghton
Catherine Howell
Chelsea Hoyt
Ling Hu
Tina Hu 
Ying Huang
Linda Huang
Ward Hunting
Whitney Hurlbut
Phil Jack
Andrew Jang
Susan Jarvis
Mike Jenni
Steven Jin
Linda Jones
Dan Jover
Robert Kaestle
Cheryl Kao
William Kastelic
Mee Leng Kee
Danica Kell
Graham Kell
Cameron Keller
Holly Kennedy
Kate Ker
Peyman Khansari
Alan Kingstone
Karina Knelsen
Shelley Koke
Tanya Kupferschmid
Emily Kwee
Victor Kwee
Janice Kwon
Nichola Lambrechts
Catherine Laub
Renee le Nobel
Molly LeBlanc
Christina Ledenko
Catherine Lee
Antoine Lemieux
Simone Lemieux
Suzanne Lemieux
Jennifer Leong
Irene Leong
Jenny Li
Judith Li
Greg Lichti
Lulu Lim
Myles Lim
Sharleen & JB Lim
Samantha Ling
Ruth Logan
Katrin Lohuaru
Connie & Tom Longworth
Katie Longworth
Stephanie Loo
Victor Loo
Bianca Luo
Shannon Lythgoe
Kathryn MacColl
Gregory MacDonald
Sharon MacRae
Janine & Mike Magaw

Christy Malhberg
Christine Manson
Cherylanne Margherit
Anne & Geoff Marsh
Trevor Marsh
Sharon Marsh
Greg Martin
Cody Martin
Neil Matson
Jessica Matson
Lois Matson
Stephanie Mayer
Rob Mayhew
ELeanor Mccomb
Ashley McConnell
Nanci McConnell
Carla McDonald
Elizabeth and Robert 
McLenehan
Wallis McLenehan
Judy McPhee
Christy McTait
Linda Medaris
Chanelle Mendoza
Sara Menzel
Monica Metzler
Genevieve Miedema
Soudi Miedema
Ron Monk
Kari Montes
Monica Morten
Wilma Myren
Amrit Nagra
Isabel Nanton
Lisa Nasu
Margot Nasu
Rachel Nasu
Dale Nasu
Isaac Nasu
kelsey Nemeth
Katherine Neumann
Bobby Ning
Allison Ning
Corinne Norbraten
Erik Norbraten
Alicia Norbraten
Martin Norbraten
Denise Norbraten
Susan Norbraten
Peter Ooyen
Megan Otten
Annie Parsons
Kathy Parsons
Suzanne Parsons
Tristan Parsons
Alfred Perinbam
Alissa Perry
Leslie Peters
Helen Prince
Joey Prisnie
Natalie Pritchard
Stephanie Pritchard
Kelly Pritchard
Heather Pynn
Amanda Randt
Rita Randt
Jo Randt
Alexia Randt

Maryse & Cliff Ridley
Danice Rigets
Nick Ringma
Hugh Robinson
Michaela Robinson
Heidi Roesler
Kim Rogers
Corinne Rogers
Kate Ross
Ginny Russell  
& Don Russell
Janine Ryder
Bradley Sakich
Gail Sapp
Vina Sayson
Joanne & John Schaap
Jillian Schina
Stephanie Schollen
Phyllis Schouten
Camilla Schroeder
Carol Schroeder
Dana Schwartz
Janet Scott
Elizabeth Seida
Kassie Shave
Ginger Shaw
Kristen Shon
Donna Shorting
Patricia Shorting
Ruth Shorting
Justin Siah
Keith Sinclair
Janice & Katherine Skipsey
Kathryn Slemko
Bernice Slemko
Bob & Gwen Smith
Elson So
Tatiana Solis
Jennifer Spencer
Stephanie Spyksma
Jude Staffanson
Richard Steedman
Elaine Stevens
Deborah Stewart
Alison Stillwell
Liz Stockwell
Carla Stolte
Kayleigh Suggett
Terry Swain
Fiona Swanson
Pamela Tam
Kim Taylor
Leanne Taylor
Russell Taylor
Ricardo Teixeira
Darren Teixeira
Alessia Todde
Les Toth
Christopher Tran
Floyd Tremblay
Charles Tsai
George Tsai
Stella Tung
Jo, Bob, Jamie  
& Owen Twaites
Pieter van der Leek
Marthy Van Randen
Anieta Van Seters

Maggie Van Seters
Peter Van Seters
Robert Van Seters
William Van Wieren
Kenneth Vander Horst
Dana Vanderkwaak
Marian VanLaar
Marthy Vanranden
Lois Venables
Jill Vivian
Brian Vollhoffer
Dewey Wagenaar
Patty Wagner
Betty Wagner
Yi Wang
Lea Weir
James Wentworth
Carol Westdal
Jennifer Whiteside
Richard Whittaker
Janine Wilkshire
Cathryn Wiillard
Nicholas Williams
Brenda Wilson
Christine Wishart
Linda Wollin
Alfreda Wong
Edmond Wong
Alfreda Wong
Kirsten Wright
Nancy Wu
Bayle Christine Wylie
Jeremy T H Yeo
Jennifer Young
Inez Young
Karen Yu
Sharon Yuen
Chelsea Zarft
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Consider donating to Elektra in our 32nd Season of Excellence! 

Elektra’s mandate is to inspire and lead in the choral art from through excellence in 
performance and the creation, exploration and celebration of women’s repertoire. 

Donors play a crucial role in the life of the choir and Elektra’s performances and 
extensive outreach programs only exist because of their steadfast and ongoing support. 
Our supporters inspire our singers and give Elektra and other local, national and 
international choirs an opportunity to create, explore, and celebrate new compositions 
while also treasuring the classics of the past.

Your gift to Elektra recognizes the importance of choral music in our lives. Please visit 
elektra.ca to learn more about our choir, the Diane Loomer Commissioning Fund for 
Elektra Women’s Choir and our outreach programs. Your support and encouragement 
are very much appreciated. 

Donations can be made through CanadaHelps at canadahelps.org or by contacting the 
Elektra office at 604.739.1255 or manager@elektra.ca. If you wish to commit tonight to a 
year of monthly donations of $30 or more, please visit the CD table in the lobby. You will 
take home a CD of your choice as our thank you gift!  

(Elektra Women’s Choir is a charitable organization. Your $25 donation entitles you to be a voting member 
of our society. You will be automatically enrolled as a member. If you do not want to be a member, please 
tell us. Thank you for your support.)

Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director  |  Stephen Smith, Accompanist

Board of Directors: 
 Paul Knickerbocker, President  |  Holly Kennedy, Vice President

Grace Zheng, Treasurer  |  Danica Kell, Secretary
Simone Lemieux, Caitlin Robinson, Russell Smith, Matt Tipping, Allison Tremblay, Directors at Large

Administration: 
Bernice Slemko, General Manager  |  Shannon Lythgoe, Marketing Director
Danica Kell, Social Media Coordinator  |  Paul Nash, Production Manager
Maggie Van Seters, Coordinator, Celebrating Women Composers Project

Honorary Patrons: Nancy Argenta; Isabel Bayrakdarian; Jane Coop, C.M.; 
Martha Lou Henley, C.M.; Shelagh Rogers, O.C.; Bramwell Tovey, O.C., O.M.

Elektra Women’s Choir is a proud member of
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Volunteers play a vital role in the Elektra experience and we are grateful for each and everyone 
of them: Shirley Coolidge, Holly Kennedy, Carol & Barry Lasko, Catherine Lee, Jessica, Nina Matthews 
(Shaughnessy Heights United Church), Aliya and Carina May, Geneviève and Galadriel Miedema,  
Corinne Norbraten, Caitlin Robinson, Kathryn Slemko, Ron Slemko, Rosemary Speakman, Leah Weiner, 
Rosemary Speakman, Trudy Stammer (Good Shepherd Church), Greg Wirch and many Elektra elves.

Thanks and Acknowledgments
Denise Ball, Marta Llaurado Fernandez, Paul Knickerbocker and Aboriginal Travel Services, Eldon McBride, 
Pacific Coast Airlines, Gillian and Russell Smith, Dana Vanderkwaak, Marquis Wines
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UBC OPERA

      ILLUSTRATION BY ROAN SHANKARUK

Die Zauberflöte
(The Magic Flute)

OPERA IN TWO ACTS
SUNG IN GERMAN WITH ENGLISH SURTITLES

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  |  Composer 
Emanuel Schikaneder   |   Libretto

JANUARY 31, FEBRUARY 1, 2 — 7:30 P.M.
FEBRUARY 3 — 2:00 P.M.
THE CHAN CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Neil Varon  |  Conductor 

Nancy Hermiston  |  Director

Members of the Vancouver Opera Orchestra

Tickets: 604.822.6725    |    UBCopera.com
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HELP US SECURE OUR FUTURE!

Did you know? An innovative way to 
support Elektra through the CanadaHelps 

website is to donate tax receiptable 
Securities and Mutual funds—just visit 
canadahelps.org. Search or browse for 
Elektra Women’s Choir and select the 

Donate Securities tab. 

IT’S THAT EASY!   



19

STAY CONNECTED AT STRAIGHT.COM

Vancouver's leading arts source.

Proud Media Sponsor

Elektra Women’s Choir 
2018/19 Season

I am in Need  
of Music

Saturday January 26th, 2019
From 6 pm to late

The Blenheim Restaurant 
3293 West 4th Ave.
Vancouver (4th & Blenheim)

Tickets $15 | 604.739.1255



Experience the richness of choral music by 
women composers and arrangers as Elektra 
celebrates International Women’s Day 
2019. Named for a line from Joni Mitchell’s 
Little Green, this concert offers outstanding 
performances of compositions from  
Canada and around the world.

March 9, 2019 | 7:30 pm
6:45 pm | Pre-concert talk

Shaughnessy Heights United Church,  
1550 West 33rd Avenue, Vancouver

Adult: $35  |  Seniors (65 +): $30     
Students with valid ID: $18
Ticket prices include all service charges

or by calling 1.877.840.0457 elektra.ca

Elektra Women’s Choir is delighted to 
collaborate for the first time with soprano 

Suzie LeBlanc in a program of music about 
music, ranging from Henry Purcell to the 

world premiere of a work by Vancouver 
composer and Elektra pianist Stephen Smith. 

May 4, 2019 | 7:30 pm
Shaughnessy Heights United Church,  

1550 West 33rd Avenue, Vancouver

Adult: $40  |  Seniors (65 +): $35     
Students with valid ID: $18

Ticket prices include all service charges

I am in Need  
of Music

With soprano, Suzie LeBlanc

or by calling 1.877.840.0457elektra.ca


