
Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director
Stephen Smith, Pianist
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MAY 4TH, 2019:
Shaughnessy Heights United Church



WOMEN OF THE  
ITALIAN BAROQUE
With guest conductor,  
Alexander Weimann

MARCH 7, 2020

Immerse yourself in 

exquisite music from 17th 

century Italy as Canada’s 

celebrated Elektra 

Women’s Choir and  

guest conductor,  

Alexander Weimann 

perform virtuosic music by 

seven women composers 

of the baroque era.

CHEZ NOUS: 
CHRISTMAS WITH  

ELEKTRA

NOV. 23 & 24, 2019

Experience Elektra’s 

celebrated concert evoking 

the warmth and wonder 

of the Christmas season. 

With special guests, Vetta 

Chamber Players, Joan 

Blackman, Artistic Director, 

and the Vancouver Bach 

Children’s Chorus, Marisa 

Gaetanne, Music Director.

THE LOST WORDS
Based on the bestselling  

book celebrating the  
natural world

MAY 6 & 7, 2020

The Lost Words: A Book 

of Spells is a bestselling 

book about the natural 

world. A concert featuring 

whimsical and evocative 

new compositions on 

spells by English author 

Robert Macfarlane  

and illustrations by  

Jackie Morris.

Purchase your 2019–2020 season  
tickets by Sept. 30th and enjoy a 20% discount. 

Visit TICKETSTONIGHT.CA and search for Elektra Women’s Choir.
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Tickets Tonight

Welcome! 

Thank you for sharing your evening with us. We are very  
happy to perform our music for you and to bring you the artistry  
of our guests, soprano Suzie LeBlanc, C.M., and violinist  
David Greenberg.
My days are spent either making music or planning for it to be 
made, and sometimes I forget because I am so close to it what a 
privilege it is to be surrounded by the beauty of voices, notes,  
and words. Tonight’s concert celebrates the ineffable mystery  
of music.
It is a treat to welcome Suzie LeBlanc, CM. This is our first-ever 
collaboration, although she and I have known each other for a 
long time. The concert weaves together many of her passions—
baroque music, Acadian music, and the poetry of Elizabeth 
Bishop. It stands to be a rare insight into a consummate 
performer who was recently made a member of the Order of 
Canada for “contributing to the development of early-period music 
and Acadian culture as a singer and teacher”. David Greenberg is 
a central figure on Suzie’s two Acadian CDs. We’re grateful he is  
able to be with us tonight.
Tonight you will hear music that I expect will be new to you and 
that which may evoke memories connecting you to earlier times, 
friends and family, and past performances. I hope you will find 
many moments that make you feel alive—I believe that’s  
music’s purpose.
Again, thank you for being with us on our continuing journey.

 

Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director

Season Media Sponsor

Elektra Women’s Choir gratefully acknowledges that this event takes 
place on the unceded territory of the Coast Salish peoples, including 
the territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh Nations.
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Programme

Muusika (sung in Estonian) ........................................................................... Pärt Uusberg (b. 1986)
Poem by Juhan Liiv (1864-1913), translation by Peter Lohuaru

Somewhere there must be the first harmonic sound,
somewhere in the vastness of nature, hidden.
It is in its mighty spread and breadth,
in the distances between galaxies,
it’s in the brilliance of the sun,
in small flowers, in the breezes through forests,

I Thank you God  ........................................................................................ Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)
Poem by E. E. Cummings (1894–1962)

i thank You God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes
(i who have died am alive again today,
and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth
day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay

Harp of Wild ....................................................................................................... Allan Bevan (b. 1951)
Poem by Emily Brontë (1818–1848)

Harp of wild and dreamlike strain,
When I touch thy strings,
Why does thou repeat again
Long-forgotten things?

Harp, in other earlier days,
I could sing to thee;
And not one of all my lays
Vexed my memory.

Please turn off your cell phones! Please note that photography and videography (other than 
by Elektra’s official photographers) are not permitted during the performance.  

At intermission and following the concert, 
we encourage you to tweet about your experience: @ElektraYVR!

I am in Need of Music
Saturday, May 4th, 2019, 7:30pm  |  Shaughnessy Heights United Church

Elektra Women’s Choir, Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director
Stephen Smith, Piano

with guest artists Suzie LeBlanc, soprano, and David Greenberg, violinist

in a mother’s voice speaking the music of the heart,
or in the water of tears.
Somewhere there must be immortality.
Somewhere the first harmonic sound exists.
How else into the heart of a person
could it have arrived as music?

great happening illimitably earth)
how should tasting touching hearing seeing
breathing any–lifted from the no
of all nothing–human merely being
doubt unimaginable You?
(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)

But now, if I awake a note
that gave me joy before,
Sounds of sorrow from thee float,
changing evermore.

Yet still steeped in memory’s dyes,
they come sailing on.
Darkening all my summer skies,
shutting out my sun.

•

      denotes Canadian composer
      available on an Elektra CD•
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Music for a While.................................... Henry Purcell (1659-1695), arr. Gunnar Eriksson (b. 1936)
Text by John Dryden (1631-1700) and Nathanial Lee (c. 1653–1692)  

from their play Oedipus, A Tragedy
Music for a while
Shall all your cares beguile:
Wond’ring how your pains were eas’d
And disdaining to be pleas’d
Till Alecto free the dead
From their eternal bands,
Till the snakes drop from her head,
And the whip from out her hands.

If Music Be the Food of Love ........................................................................................  Henry Purcell
Text: Colonel Henry Heveningham (1651–1700)  

(based on the first line of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night)

If music be the food of love,
Sing on till I am fill’d with joy;
For then my list’ning soul you move
To pleasures that can never cloy.
Your eyes, your mien, your tongue declare
That you are music ev’rywhere.

Scarborough Fair .........................................  traditional English ballad, arr. Stephen Smith (b. 1966)

Are you going to Scarborough Fair?
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Remember me to one who lives there.
She once was a true love of mine.

Tell her to make me a cambric shirt
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Without no seams nor needle work.
Then she’ll be a true love of mine.

Chelsea Morning (world premiere) ............................... words and music by Joni Mitchell (b. 1943)  
	.
Commissioned for Elektra with a generous gift from the Aulando, Whiteside, and Van Seters families

Woke up, it was a Chelsea morning, and the first thing that I heard
Was a song outside my window, and the traffic wrote the words
It came a-ringing up like Christmas bells and rapping up like pipes and drums
Oh, won’t you stay
We’ll put on the day
And we’ll wear it ‘till the night comes
Woke up, it was a Chelsea morning, and the first thing that I saw
Was the sun through yellow curtains, and a rainbow on the wall
Blue, red, green and gold to welcome you, crimson crystal beads to beckon
Oh, won’t you stay
We’ll put on the day
There’s a sun show every second
Now the curtain opens on a portrait of today
And the streets are paved with passers-by
And pigeons fly
And papers lie
Waiting to blow away
Woke up, it was a Chelsea morning, and the first thing that I knew
There was milk and toast and honey and a bowl of oranges, too
And the sun poured in like butterscotch and stuck to all my senses
Oh, won’t you stay
We’ll put on the day
And we’ll talk in present tenses
When the curtain closes and the rainbow runs away

Pleasures invade both eye and ear,
So fierce the transports are, they wound,
And all my senses feasted are,
Tho’ yet the treat is only sound,
Sure I must perish by your charms,
Unless you save me in your arms.

Tell her to find me an acre of land
Parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme.
Between the salt water and the sea strand.
Then she’ll be a true love of mine.

I will bring you incense owls by night
By candlelight
By jewel-light
If only you will stay
Pretty baby, won’t you
Wake up, it’s a Chelsea morning

•

arr. Laura Hawley (b. 1982)
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Voices of the Universe (world premiere) ........................................... Nicholas Ryan Kelly (b. 1986) 
from the poem Proud Music of the Storm (excerpt) by Walt Whitman (1819–1892) 

Give me to hold all sounds, (I, madly struggling, cry,)
Fill me with all the voices of the universe,
Endow me with their throbbings—Nature’s also,
The tempests, waters, winds—operas and chants—marches and dances,
Utter—pour in—for I would take them all.

v  Intermission  v

On Poems of Elizabeth Bishop (1911-1979)

I am in Need of Music .................................................................................. Christos Hatzis (b. 1953) 
from Four Songs on Poems by Elizabeth Bishop

I am in need of music that would flow
Over my fretful, feeling fingertips,
Over my bitter-tainted, trembling lips,
With melody, deep, clear, and liquid-slow.
Oh, for the healing swaying, old and low,
Of some song sung to rest the tired dead,
A song to fall like water on my head,
And over quivering limbs, dream flushed to glow!

Insomnia ....................................................................................................... Christos Hatzis (b. 1953)
from Four Songs on Poems by Elizabeth Bishop

The moon in the bureau mirror
looks out a million miles
(and perhaps with pride, at herself,
but she never, never smiles)
far and away beyond sleep, or
perhaps she’s a daytime sleeper.

By the Universe deserted,
she’d tell it to go to hell,
and she’d find a body of water,
 
Invitation to Miss Marianne Moore (world premiere) ...............................................  Stephen Smith 

Commissioned for Suzie LeBlanc and Stephen Smith with a generous gift from Elisabeth and David Finch

There is a magic made by melody:
A spell of rest, and quiet breath, and cool
Heart, that sinks through fading colors deep
To the subaqueous stillness of the sea,
And floats forever in a moon-green pool,
Held in the arms of rhythm and of sleep. 

or a mirror, on which to dwell.
So wrap up care in a cobweb
and drop it down the well

into that world inverted
where left is always right,
where the shadows are really the body,
where we stay awake all night,
where the heavens are shallow as the sea
is now deep, and you love me.

From Brooklyn, over the Brooklyn Bridge,  
on this fine morning
	 please come flying.
In a cloud of fiery pale chemicals, 	
	 please come flying.
To the rapid rolling of thousands of small blue drums,
descending out of the mackerel sky,
over the glittering grandstand of harbor-water,
	 please come flying.

Whistles, pennants, and smoke are blowing; 
the ships are signaling cordially 
	 with multitudes of flags.
Facts and skyscrapers glint in the tide;
Manhattan is all awash with morals.
The flight is safe, the weather is all arranged;
the waves are running in verses this fine morning:
	 please come flying.

Excerpts from a poem by Elizabeth Bishop



I am in Need of Music (world premiere) ....................................................................  Stephen Smith 
Poem by Elizabeth Bishop (see previous page)

Commissioned for Suzie LeBlanc and Elektra with a generous gift from Elisabeth and David Finch

Chansons traditionnelles d’Acadie 

En montant la rivière  ................................... choral arrangement by Marie-Claire Saindon (b. 1984)

La belle se promène ............................................................................. arranged by Meghan Quinlan

Laridé / Jour de mariage / reels .......................................................... arranged by David Greenberg

Avec un avocat .............................................  choral arrangement by Marie-Claire Saindon (b. 1984)

For you the grim museums will behave
	 like courteous male bower-birds;
for you the agreeable lions lie in wait
	 on the steps of the Public Library,
eager to rise and follow through the doors,
	 up into the reading rooms.
We can sit down and weep, or we can go shopping;
we can play at a game of constantly being wrong,
	 or we can bravely deplore; but please, please,
	 please come flying!

Mounting the sky with natural heroism,
above the accidents and injustices at large;
while horns are resounding in your beautiful ears
that simultaneously listen to a soft,  
uninvented music, 
	 music fit for the musk deer.

With dynasties of negative constructions
	 darkening and dying around you,
with grammar that suddenly turns and shines
	 like flocks of sandpipers flying;
come like a light in the white mackerel sky,
come like a daytime comet 
	 with a long, unnebulous train of words.
From Brooklyn, over the Brooklyn Bridge,  
on this fine morning,
	 please come flying! 
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Elektra Women’s Choir from Vancouver, Canada has been a leader 
among women’s choirs since 1987. Under the direction of Artistic Director 
Morna Edmundson the 45-voice adult choir is known for its adventurous 
programming, seeking out music written specifically for women and 
frequently commissioning new works. The choir is honoured to work with 
an outstanding accompanist, Dr. Stephen Smith.
Elektra delivers its mandate to “inspire and lead” through an annual 
concert series including new and commissioned works and featuring 

outstanding guest artists. In addition to performing worthy repertoire from the past, Elektra has 
commissioned over 90 compositions and arrangements. The choir’s recordings on iTunes and CD 
Baby extend the reach of its repertoire internationally. Elektra’s 15th CD, Silent Night, was released 
in October 2018, and features the music of Canadians Kelly-Marie Murphy, Don Macdonald and 
Sarah Jaysmith. Elektra’s website offers a permanent repertoire resource featuring all works 
programmed by the choir to date. Elektra’s celebrated outreach programs encourage, train, and 
mentor the next generation of youth and adults: singers, conductors, and composers.
A multiple national prize-winning ensemble, Elektra has been honoured to perform at conferences 
of Choral Canada, the American Choral Directors Association, Chorus America, the International 
Society for Music Education, and the International Federation for Choral Music. Elektra participates 
enthusiastically in shared projects with other arts organizations such as the Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra and Chor Leoni Men’s Choir, and in festivals and concert series. In July 2017, Elektra 
was one of two choirs representing Canada at the World Symposium on Choral Music, in 
Barcelona, Spain. In the summer of 2018, Elektra was one of five choirs from across the country to 
perform in “…float…”, Choral Canada’s unique, outdoor immersive performance experience,  
funded by the Canada Council’s New Chapter program.

Soprano 1  
Danica Kell, Holly Kennedy*, Cassie Luftspring, Ashley McConnell, Rachel Nelson, Alicia O’Brien, 

Janet Pritchard, Erika Salas, Jillian Schina

Soprano 2  
Bonnie Borin, Ann Busay, Catherine Cheneval, Katrin Lohuaru, Stephanie Mayer,  

Sharon Schermbrucker, Kathryn Slemko*, Kim Taylor, Allison Tremblay, Maggie Van Seters

Alto 1  
Amy Dawson*, Susan Edwards, Grace Groot, Kirstin Hain, Shelley Koke, Simone Lemieux,  

Sheila Little, Stephanie Loo, Alison Stillwell, Patty Wagner, Brenda Wilson

Alto 2  
Beth Busby, Stephanie Ching, Maureen Ciarniello, Elisabeth Finch, Corinne Norbraten*,  

Caitlin Robinson, Deirdre Rogers, Stephanie Schollen, Rosemary Speakman
  

* Section Leaders
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Morna Edmundson is one of Canada’s best-known choral conductors with 
a strong reputation for excellence. Passionate since childhood about choral 
singing, she obtained degrees and diplomas in vocal music in Vancouver, 
Bellingham, and Stockholm, Sweden where her teachers included Eric Ericson. 
In 1987, she co-founded Elektra Women’s Choir with Diane Loomer, a treasured 
partnership that lasted 22 years. In 2009, Morna became Elektra’s sole Artistic 
Director, continuing the choir’s strong leadership role in concert presentation, 
commissioning, recording, and mentorship.
For 14 years Morna shared her love of quality repertoire with a new generation 
of singers in her role as Associate Artistic Director of Coastal Sound Music 

Academy, where she was Music Director of the mixed-voice Youth Chamber Choir. Morna has 
adjudicated in North America and Asia, conducted honour choirs in several states, co-directed the 
American Choral Directors Association National Women’s Honour Choir, and gives frequent workshops 
with choirs of all ages. In 2000, she was presented with the Healey Willan Award for outstanding service 
to the BC Choral Federation, an organization she serves as a member of the President’s Advisory 
Council. In 2009, Morna was a recipient of the BC Community Achievement Award, which recognized 
her gifted organizational talent, leadership by example, and her encouragement of others to pursue their 
musical and choral goals. In 2011, Morna received a YWCA Woman of Distinction award in recognition 
of her work with Elektra. Since 2013, Morna has served on the board of Chorus America, the advocacy, 
research, and leadership development organization that gives voice to the choral field. In addition to her 
work with Elektra, Morna is also the Artistic Director of EnChor, a Vancouver-based auditioned choir for 
mature voices.

MORNA EDMUNDSON, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Stephen Smith grew up in rural Nova Scotia, where he sang and played the 
piano from an early age. After initial studies in his home province in both piano 
and organ, he attended the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, 
England. While there, he participated in national and international competitions 
and won numerous awards 
and distinctions. Since 
1990, Stephen has lived 
in Vancouver, obtaining 
his doctoral degree in 
piano performance from 
the University of British 

Columbia, and contributing to the musical life of the 
city as a performer, teacher, conductor, composer 
and arranger. Central to Stephen’s career is his 
long-standing relationship with some of Vancouver’s 
finest choral groups. In addition to his work with 
Elektra (which he has accompanied since 2001), 
he is also resident accompanist of the Vancouver 
Men’s Chorus, pianist for the Vancouver Bach 
Choir, and a frequent collaborator with Chor Leoni 
Men’s Choir, the Vancouver Chamber Choir, and 
many other ensembles. Stephen is also a published 
composer and arranger of choral music, with a long 
and growing list of commissions from individual choirs 
across North America, and from such entities as the 
British Columbia Choral Federation, the Women’s 
Commissioning Consortium of the ACDA, and the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. Stephen’s 
work as both composer and pianist can be heard on 
dozens of CDs in commercial release, including a 
solo recording of classical piano miniatures entitled 
“Kaleidoscope,” which is available on iTunes.

STEPHEN SMITH, PIANIST

Interested in joining Elektra 
Women’s Choir? We are always 
looking for highly experienced and 
skilled, classically-based sopranos 
and altos. Audition dates are 
available in July and August.  
To arrange an audition time, 
please email manager@elektra.ca

JOIN  
US!
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GUEST ARTISTS

SUZIE LEBLANC, SOPRANO
Born in Acadia, Suzie LeBlanc is well-known for her passionate 
performances of Early Music, art song, contemporary music and Acadian 
traditional repertoire. She has sung with many of the world’s leading early 
music ensembles in concert and opera performances as well as on film 
and on disc. Performances have taken her to festivals all over the world 
as well as several opera houses : De Nederlandse Opera, Festival de 
Beaune, Opéra de Montréal, the Boston Early Music Festival, Tanglewood, 
Festival Vancouver and Early Music Vancouver. In 2011 she co-chaired the 
Elizabeth Bishop Centenary Festival in Nova Scotia, and as a legacy project, 
commissioned and recorded Canadian works by Christos Hatzis, John Plant, 
Alasdair MacLean and Emily Doolittle, in honour of this great poet. She then 

co-produced the album called “I am in need of music” on which she recorded these works.  
The CD won an ECMA for Best Classical Album and was a finalist for the Lieutenant Governor of 
Nova Scotia Masterworks Award. Her other recordings appears on ATMA, Hyperion, Chandos, 
Harmonia Mundi, Teldec, Analekta, Pasacaille and Das Alte Werk. She has recorded over 75 
recordings including the Grammy award winning album Thésée by Lully with the Boston Early 
Music Festival. In 2019, she premiered MOUVANCE, a multidisciplinary work on Acadian poetry, 
set to music by Canadian composer Jerôme Blais, a project supported by New Chapter at the 
Canada Council. She also made her debut as a conductor with the Studio de Musique Ancienne 
in a programme of music from 17th century Italian convents. She received a scholarship from the 
Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec to study conducting with Yannick Nezet-Seguin, Nathalie 
Stutzmann and Paul Agnew (Les Arts Florissants). The film Lost Song directed by Rodrigue Jean, 
in which she plays the lead character, premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) 
and won the City TV Best Canadian Feature Award (2010). Suzie is vocal coach and director of 
Cappella Antica at McGill University and artistic director of Le Nouvel Opéra in Montreal. Appointed 
to the Order of Canada in 2015, she has earned four honorary doctorates for her contribution to 
Early music and Acadian culture.

DAVID GREENBERG, VIOLINIST
For three decades, David Greenberg has enjoyed a double career as a 
Baroque violinist and Cape Breton fiddler. His fluency and experience in 
these two genres makes him uniquely qualified to interpret the wild music 
of 18th-century Scotland. David is a graduate of Indiana University’s Early 
Music Institute, where he studied with Stanley Ritchie. He has performed, 
taught, and recorded in North America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand, 
and the Far East. David has performed with Tafelmusik, Red Priest, Les 
Musiciens de Saint-Julien, Concerto Caledonia, Apollo’s Fire, Ensemble 
Caprice, La Nef, Toronto Consort, Seattle Baroque, Les Voix humaines, 
Chris Norman, Suzie LeBlanc, Doug MacPhee, and Musica Pacifica. He has 
performed as guest soloist/director with several orchestras, including the 

Calgary Symphony Orchestra and Symphony Nova Scotia. He has recorded over 80 CDs, including 
with most of these ensembles and collaborators, as well as three groundbreaking Scottish-Cape 
Breton-Baroque recordings with his own ensemble Puirt A Baroque in the 1990s. David co-authored 
The DunGreen Collection (1996), an influential treatise on Cape Breton fiddling. He is also a 
composer and arranger. Many of his tunes have been recorded by Cape Breton musicians such 
as Buddy MacMaster, Carl MacKenzie, Jerry Holland, and The Rankins. David enjoys sharing his 
passion and knowledge about Baroque and Cape Breton music in workshop settings. His current 
solo touring program is called Bach & Tunes.
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Rachel Nelson
Alicia O’Brien
Denise O’Brien & Jim Logan
Janet Pritchard
Deirdre Rogers
Erika Salas
Jillian Schina
Stephanie Schollen
Kathryn Slemko
Bob & Gwen Smith
Rosemary Speakman
Noreen Szabo
Kim Taylor
Telus Communication
Joan Thornburn
Francesca Turner
Anieta Van Seters  
and Tink Taylor,  
in honour of Peter Van Seters 
Nathan & Kelly Van Seters,  
in honour of Peter Van Seters
Robert and Jolene Van Seters, 
in honour of Peter Van Seters 
Alexandra Volkoff
Patty Wagner

Thanks to these generous 
folks who supported us in 
the 2019 Scotiabank  
Charity Challenge

Mohamed Abdulla
Margaret Althaus
Jeanette Amundson
Jessica and Ahsen Ansari
Shelagh Anson
Pam Athey
Sid and Sharon Bandstra
Sue Banning
Hazel Baxter
Lori Bender
Andrea Benitez
Leo and Debbie Benne
Joanna Bevaart
Mimi Beyene
Karin Bezurova
Rebecca Bittel
Rachael Blaseckie
Leanne Bowes
Andy Braacx
Elsie Brewis
Don Brooks
Jan Burns
Ann Busay

Conductor’s Circle 
($5000+)
Charlotte and Sonya Wall Arts Fund
Elisabeth & David Finch
The Stevens Family

Legacy 
($1500 to $4999)
Maureen Ciarniello
Haebler Construction Projects
Catherine & Roland Haebler
Sheila Little
Russell & Gillian Smith
Pat Tipping

From The Heart 
($750 to $1499)
Elsie Brewis,  
in memory of Nigel Brewis
Jenny Li 
Diane McConnell
Sandra & Nick Phillips
Chris & Paddi Robinson 

Classic Elektra 
($250 to $749)
Ann Neumann & Family 
in memory of Jean Robinson
Anonymous
Barzin & Natalie Assadi
Sandra Campbell
Adele Caron
Barbara Ciarniello
Jane Coop & George Laverock 
David Cousins 
Ruth Derksen 
Rapti Dietrich & Jess Reade
Karen Frazer
Maryke Gilmore 
Grace Groot
Paul Knickerbocker 
& Sharon Hayles 
Myrna Kozier
Nancy & Peter Mortifee
Corinne Norbraten 
Vivian  Norbraten
Caitlin Robinson
Don & Ginny Russell
Sharon Schermbrucker
Ron & Bernice Slemko
Perry Staniscia
Alison Stillwell
Agnes Tao & Peter Cheung
Jill Tipping
Matt Tipping
Allison Tremblay
John & Maggie Van Seters,   
in honour of Hilary & Peter 

Jennifer Whiteside,  
for Hilary, in loving memory  
of Chelsea Aulando
Nancy Whiteside,   
for Hilary, in loving memory  
of Chelsea Aulando
Shirley Whiteside,  
in memory of Chelsea Aulando
Janey and Peter Van Seters,  
in honour of Peter Van Seters 
Brenda Wilson

Child of Grace 
(up to $249)
Robert Adams
Harley Aulando & Kyla Aiken,  
in memory of Chelsea Aulando 
Bonnie Borin
Ann Busay
Anne Campbell-Stone
Anne Carran
Catherine Cherneval
Stephanie Ching
Camille Ciarniello
Judith Coffin
Amy Dawson
Betty Dawson
Jack Deragopian
Jane Donaldson
Susan Edwards
Christopher & Suzanne Finch
Judith & Graham Forst
Kirstin Hain
Evelyn & Edgar Harden
Wendy Hiebert  
and Neil Van Seters, 
in honour of Peter Van Seters
Heather Ireland
Kristen Jones
Danica Kell
Holly Kennedy
Shelley Koke
Paula Kremer
Simone Lemieux
Linda Leonard
Stephanie Loo
Cassue Luftspring
Janine & Mike Magaw
Trevor Marsh
Greg Martin,
Diane Loomer Fund
Stephanie Mayer
Ashley McConnell
Ronald Monk 
Margaret Mortifee

Elektra would like to acknowledge the support of the following 
generous donors.
This list is complete as of April 15, 2019. If there are any errors or omissions, please contact 
manager@elektra.ca
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Beth Busby
Margaret Buttner
Denise Caldwell
Lenia Calico
Bonnie Campbell
Sandra Campbell
Anne Caraan
Christmas Caraan
Lynda Catchpole
Frankie Cena
Pete Chamberlain
Sharleen Chan
Yuen Yee Chan
Wendy Chee
Marc Cheneval
Catherine Cheneval
Tessa Cheng
Nav Chima
Lucy Ching
Katy Chong
Bry Christopherson
Barbara Ciarniello
Camille Ciarniello
Maureen Ciarniello
Rosie Cindrich
Sue Contant
Donna Cooke
Anne Marie Corrigan
David Cousins
Hilary Creelman
Rosalie Cress
Christina Crook
Jeffrey Curtis
Tyler Cutforth
Dylan Cutler
Ofer dal Lal
Shelley Dale
Leanne Dalton
Sarah Dash
Kathie Dawe
Amy Dawson
Betty Dawson
Elaine Dawson
Naomi Dawson
Lisa De perio
Raquel De Souza
Gordon DeVito
Redenta Di Tomaso
Rapti Dietrich
Amir Doroudian
Stephanie Drake
Trisha Dulku
Morna Edmundson
Susan Edwards
Dora Eng
Ximena Escobar de Nogales
Mustapha Faqeri
Farnam 555 Investment Inc.
Sheila Fee
Tony Fera
Gordon Finney
Dale Flexman
Karen Frazer

Melanie Gaines
Tegan Gallilee-Lang
Lindsay Gallimore
Maxine & Dave Ginter
Patti Grann-Bell
Matthew Grant
Barbara Gregory
Grace Groot
Heather Groot
Kristen Groon
Norman Groot
Kirstin Hain
Wendy Hain
Ron Hall
Christine Hall
Deirdre Hartwell
Martha Lou Henley
Gerard Hernandez
Heather Hesson
Wendy Hiebert
Susan Hobkirk
Bruce Hoffman
Jackie Hofstede
Alyssa Hogan
Maureen Hole
Ray Horst
Zosia Hortsing
James Jiuyang Hou
Catherine Howell
Chelsea Hoyt
Tina Hu
Linda Hull
Ward Hunting
Philip Jack
Andrew Jang
Susan Jarvis
Mike Jenni
Steven Jin
Linda Jones
Dan Jover
Cheryl Kao
William Kastelic
Mee Leng Kee
Danica Kell
Graham Kell
Cameron Keller
Kate Ker
Peyman Khansari
Alan Kingstone
Karina Knelson
Shelley Koke
Tanya Kupferschmid
Emily Kwee
Victor Kwee
Janice Kwon
Nicola Lambrechts
Catherine Laub
Renee le Nobel
Molly LeBlanc
Christina Ledenko
Simone Lemieux
Antoine Lemieux
Suzanne Lemieux

Greg Lichti
Lulu Lim
Myles Lim
Sharleen and JB Lim
Smanatha Ling
Sheila Little
Ruth Logan
Katie Longworth
Stephanie Loo
Victor Loo
Shannon Lythgoe
Kathryn MacColl
Gregory MacDonald
Sharon MacRae
Janine Magaw
Christine Manson
Cherylanne Margherit
Ann Marsh
Sharon Marsh
Cody Martin
Greg Martin
Lois May
Stephanie Mayer
Rob Mayhew
Eleanor Mccomb
Ashley McConnell
Nanci McConnell
Elizabeth McLenehan
Judy McPhee
Christy McTait
Linda Medaris
Chanelle Mendoza
Monica Metzler
Genevieve Miedema
Soudi Mohtadi
Ronald Monk
Kari Montes
Monica Morten
Lisa Nasu
Dale Nelson
Isaac Nelson
Rachel Nelson
Ann Neumann
Katherine Neumann
Bobby Ning
Allison Noorth
Erik Norbraten
Alicia O’Brien
Denise O’ Brien
Martin O’Brien
Susan Ohannesian
Peter Ooyen
Megan Otton
Annie Parsons
Kathy Payne
Suzanne Pearce
Alissa Perry
Leslie Peters
Sandra Phillips
Helen Prince
Stephanie Pritchard
Kelly Proznick
Heather Pynn

Amanda Randt
Rita Randt
Jo Redgewell
Alexia Riches
Maryse & Cliff Ridley
Danice Rigets
Nick Ringma
Caitlin Robinson
Chris Robinson
Huge Robinson
Michaela Robinson
Heidi Roesler
Deirdre Rogers
Corinne Rogers
Kate Ross
Ginny Russell
Gail Sapp
Vina Sayson
Joanne &  
John Schaap
Stephanie Schollen
Phyllis Schouten
Camilla Schroeder
Janet Scott
Elizabeth Seida
Ginger Shaw
Kristen Shon
Patricia Shorting
Ruth Shorting
Justing Siah
Keith Sinclair
Bernice Slemko
Elson So
Jennifer Spencer
Stephanie Spyksma
Richard Steedman
Elaine Stevens
Deborah Stewart
Liz Stockwell
Carla Stolte
Kayleigh Suggett
Terry Swain
Fiona Swanson
Kim Taylor
Leanne Taylor
Russell Taylor
Ricardo Teixeira
Darren Thibault
Alessia Todde
Christopher Tran
Floyd Tremblay
Charles Tsai
George Tsai
Stella Tung
Margarethe Uyesugi
Steve Uyesugi
Pieter van der Leek
Marthy Van Randen
Maggie Van Seters
Peter Van Seters
Roberts Van Seters
William Van Wieren
Dana Vanderkwaak
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Morna Edmundson, Artistic Director  |  Stephen Smith, Accompanist

Board of Directors: 
 Paul Knickerbocker, President  |  Holly Kennedy, Vice President

Grace Zheng, Treasurer  |  Danica Kell, Secretary
Simone Lemieux, Caitlin Robinson, Russell Smith, Matt Tipping, Allison Tremblay, Directors at Large

Administration: 
Bernice Slemko, General Manager  |  Shannon Lythgoe, Marketing Director

Danica Kell, Social Media Coordinator  |  James Ong, Stage Manager
Maggie Van Seters, Coordinator, Celebrating Women Composers Project

Honorary Patrons: Nancy Argenta; Isabel Bayrakdarian; Jane Coop, C.M.; 
Martha Lou Henley, C.M.; Shelagh Rogers, O.C.; Bramwell Tovey, O.C., O.M.

Elektra Women’s Choir is a proud member of

Thanks to...

Elisabeth and David Finch, Nina Matthews  
(Shaughnessy Heights United Church)

Volunteers play a vital role in the Elektra  
experience and we are grateful for each  
and everyone of them:

Bill Busay, Shirley Coolidge, Catherine Lee,  
Natalie Lunter, Sandra Lunter, Ron Slemko,  
Greg Wirch. 

ELEKTRA’S CHORAL LEADERSHIP  
FOR YOUNG WOMEN WORKSHOP

January 27, 2020

A night of sharing and learning for 
youth and adult choirs.  

Visit Elektra.ca to learn more.

Questions? manager@elektra.ca

Marian VanLaar
Lois Venables
Jillian Vivian
Brian Vollhoffer
Dewey Wagenaar
Betty Wagner
James Wentworth
Jennifer Whitside
Richard Whittaker
Janine Wilkshire

Nicholas Williams
Christine Wishart
Linda Wollin
Alfreda Wong
Heather Wood
Kirsten Wright
Nancy Wu
Jeremy T H Yeo
Inez Young
Chelsea Zarft
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HELP US SECURE OUR FUTURE!

Did you know? An innovative way to 
support Elektra through the CanadaHelps 

website is to donate tax receiptable 
Securities and Mutual funds—just visit 
canadahelps.org. Search or browse for 
Elektra Women’s Choir and select the 

Donate Securities tab. 

IT’S THAT EASY!   

Cappella Romana, Alexander Lingas music director

MAY10
AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL

Tickets from $36  |  earlymusic.bc.ca  |  604.822.2697

MUSIC FROM
RENAISSANCE CRETE

VENICE IN THE EAST

8pm Friday, May 10, 2019 
Shaughnessy Heights United Church

1550 West 33rd Avenue at Connaught Drive

Vancouver Chamber Choir | Jon Washburn, conductor
Vancouver Youth Choir | Carrie Tennant, conductor

Highlighting winners of the 14th Young Composers’
Competition, the Vancouver Chamber Choir and 

Vancouver Youth Choir also celebrate the wonderful
combination of Youth & Music with pieces by Tavener, 
Rutter, Sandström and Washburn. There will be four 

newly-commissioned pieces from young 
professionals. If you love music and believe in 

young people, this concert will warm your heart!

1.855.985.ARTS (2787)
vancouverchamberchoir.com
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Elektra plays a major role in the development  

and dissemination of quality repertoire.  

We invite you to explore the Repertoire section  

of our website. It’s a go-to place for women’s  

choir conductors from around the world.

elektra.ca/repertoire

STAY CONNECTED AT STRAIGHT.COM

Vancouver's leading arts source.

Proud Media Sponsor

Elektra Women’s Choir 
2018/19 Season



Support Elektra singers and friends in the Scotiabank Charity Challenge 
Run/Walk on Sunday, June 23rd. Your pledges will help our choir 

continue our performance and outreach mandates!

To pledge online, visit: www.bit.ly/elektrarun2019

We make a living by what we get,
We make a life by what we give.
Winston Churchill

CONSIDER DONATING TO  
ELEKTRA IN OUR 32ND SEASON OF EXCELLENCE! 
By donating on a monthly or quarterly basis, you can make a significant contribution without 
feeling the pinch of a large gift given at one time. And in the process, you will empower 
Elektra to continue to share beautiful music and support their outreach programs for artists of 
all ages. It’s easy to do and only takes a few minutes. Simply visit canadahelps.org to sign 
up today, and along with your pledge you will receive a copy of Your One and Only Life, one 
of our favorite CDs, as a gift for joining.
Please visit elektra.ca to learn more about our choir, the Diane Loomer Commissioning Fund 
for Elektra Women’s Choir and our outreach programs. Your support and encouragement are 
very much appreciated. 


