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Elektra Women’s Choir

E lektra Women's Choir

was founded by
Co-Conductors

Morna Edmundson and
Diane Loomer in 1987 and
Is regarded as a leader in
the classical women's choir
movement worldwide. The

choir is known for its

adventurous programming,
seeking out music written specifically for women and frequently commissioning new
works. Elektra was honoured to perform for the Fourth World Symposium on Choral Music
in Sydney, Australia (1996) and at two ACDA National Conventions (1997 and 2003).
Elektra frequently collaborates with CBC Radio, Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, and
Chor Leoni Men's Choir. The choir was awarded first prize for women's choirs in four
consecutive rounds of the CBC's National Choral Competition, as well as earning several
major prizes for contemporary music performance. Elektra is based in Vancouver, BC and

has eight commercially available recordings to its credit.



Sacred Places

Welcome to the disc that takes you to some of Elektra's "sacred places." This repertoire
spans a breadth of sacred music for women's choir and encompasses contemporary
settings by composers from Hungary, Canada, the United States, and Spain. Our

journey begins with Gyorgy Orban's playful and brilliantly-crafted Mass No. 6; this is

followed by three psalm settings by the late Srul Irving Glick, a Canadian composer who
spoke eloquently and passionately for peace in much of his music. From here we share
with you Canadian composer Eleanor Daley's assured Os Justi; the haunting lullaby

Durme, Durme arranged by Alice Parker; and Set Me as a Seal by American composer and

conductor Richard Nance. From French horn soloist Dawn Haylett's closing notes in the

Nance, we bring you a dramatic, a cappella Miserere from the hand of the young Basque

composer Eva Ugalde, out of which rises Gwyneth Walker's | Thank you God on a text by

E.E. Cummings. Throughout the disc you will hear the beautiful and sensitive playing of

Elektra's pianist, Dr. Stephen Smith, without whom many of these "sacred places" would

not have been the same. We would also like to thank our wonderful singers for the passion

and skill they continue to bring to Elektra.
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Morna Edmundson, Co-Conductor

Morna Edmundson, Co-Founder and Co-Conductor of Elektra Women's Choir, is one of Canada's best-
known choral conductors. She is Associate Artistic Director of Coastal Sound Music Academy, where she
is Music Director of the Youth Chamber Choir. In 1999, she co-directed the ACDA National Women's
Honor Choir in Chicago. She served as Executive Director of the World of Children's Choirs — 2001
festival and symposium and is currently Administrative Director of Festival Vancouver. The recipient of
the BC Choral Federation's Healey Willan Award (2000), she is also a past Board member of the

International Federation for Choral Music.
Diane Loomer, co-Conductor

Diane Loomer, C.M. is internationally recognized as one of Canada'’s leading conductors and musicians. She
is Co-Founder and Co-Conductor of Elektra Women’s Choir, and Founder and Conductor of Chor Leoni
Men's Choir. Her compositions have been published and recorded internationally and she frequently appears
on radio as an arts spokesperson. Ms. Loomer was named YWCA Vancouver's Woman of Distinction, Arts
and Culture in 1994. She received the Order of Canada in 1999. In 2002, she was awarded the Queen's
Golden Jubilee Medal and in 2005 she was appointed Conductor Emeritus to Dalhousie University. With her

husband, Dick Loomer, she established Cypress Choral Music.
Stephen Smith, piano

Stephen Smith attended Acadia University in his home province of Nova Scotia and the Royal Northern
College of Music in Manchester, England before coming to Vancouver in 1990 to do a doctoral degree in
piano performance at the University of British Columbia. In addition to his work with Elektra, Dr. Smith is
currently the assistant conductor of the UBC University Singers and of the Vancouver Bach Choir, resident
accompanist of the Vancouver Men's Chorus, and director of the male-voice ensemble Synergy. His choral
arrangements and compositions are regularly performed and recorded across North America and beyond,

and he is increasingly sought after for commissions.



Mass No. 6 Kyrie
Music: Gyorgy Orbéan

Publ. Hinshaw Music Inc. (2000) Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.

From the composer Kyrie eleison.

“This genre [the mass] is a great challenge Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

and a fine task for any composer — setting
Lord, have mercy.

prayer, gratitude, love and a longing for
peace in music of one major unit.... my Mass
No. 6 which is composed for smaller SSA
choir and piano. This mass is dedicated to the
Angelica Girls' Choir... A rather challenging
piano part is accompanying the choir,
sometimes just following (escorting) it, other
times counter-pointing the voices. In the final
movement, the piano part has slightly
increasing importance, while the choir sings
in unison. The audience will probably hear
my profound appreciation of the choral art of
J.S. Bachinit..."



Gloria

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Et in terra pax hominibus bonae
voluntatis.

Laudamus te, benedicimus te.

Adoramus te, glorificamus te.

Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam
gloriam tuam.

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,

Deus Pater omnipotens.

Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.

Qui tollis peccata mundi,
miserere nobis.

Suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.

Quoniam to solus sanctus.

Tu solus Dominus.

Tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe.

Cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris.

Amen.

Glory to God in the highest.

And on earth peace to all those of good
will.

We praise thee. We Dbless thee.

We worship thee. We glorify thee.

We give thanks to thee according to thy
great glory.

Lord God, Heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty.

Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son.

For Thou alone art holy.

Thou alone art the Lord.

Thou alone art the most high, Jesus
Christ.

With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God
the Father.

Amen.



Sanctus-Benedictus Agnus Dei

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi,
Dominus Deus Sabaoth. miserere nobis.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra Gloria tua, Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi,
Hosanna in excelsis. dona nobis pacem.
Amen.

Benedictus qui venit in nomine

Domini. Lamb of God, who takest away
Hosanna in excelsis. the sins of the world,

have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, who takest away

Holy Holy Holy the sins of the world,
Lord God of Hosts. grant us thy peace.
Heaven and earth are full of thy Amen.

glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.



Psalm Trilogy

Music: Srul Irving Glick
Publ. earthsongs (1999)

Soloists: Holly Kennedy and Maggie Burr

Psalm 92: 1-3

Mizmor shir I'yom hashabbat.

Tov I'hodot L'adonai.

ulzamer I'shimcha elyon.

L’hagid boboker chasdecha, veemunat'
cha baleilot.

Alei asor valei navel,

alei higayon b'chinor.

A psalm, a song for the Sabbath day. How
good it is to give thanks to You

O Lord.

How good it is to sing praises

to Your name, O Most High.

How good it is to sing praises to your
kindness O Lord,

to sing and play on the ten-stringed

lute and the harp.

Psalm 47: 1-3,7, 8

Lam’'natzeiach livnei Korach mizmor.
Kol haumim tiku chaf,

hariu Leilohim b'kol rina.

Ala Elohim bitrua,

Ala Adonai b'kol shofar.

Ki Adonai elyon nora,

melech gadol al kol haaretz.

Zam'ru Leilohim zameiru,

zam'ru L'Malkeinu zameiru.

All you nations join hands,

blow the ram's horn and sing to God
with a song of joy.

For the Lord is awesome and supreme,
the great King over all the earth.

Make music for God, make music for
our King, make music.



Psalm 23

Mizmor L'David
A psalm of David

The Lord is my shepherd;
| shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures;
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul,;
He guideth me in straight paths
for His name's sake.
Yea, though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for thou art with me;
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;
Thou hast annointed my head with oil;
my cup runneth over,
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life;
And | shall dwell in the house of the
Lord forever.

Os Justi

Text: Psalm 27:30-31

Music: Eleanor Daley

Publ. Alliance Music Publications,
AMP 0018 (1994)

Os justi meditabitur sapientiam,

Et lingua ejus loquetur judicium.
Lex Dei ejus in corde ipsius.

Et non supplantabuntur gressus ejus.
Alleluia.

The mouth of the righteous speaketh
wisdom, and his tongue talketh of
judgment.

The law of his God is in his heart;

none of his steps shall slide. Hallelujah.



Durme, Durme

Traditional Ladino

Music: arr. Alice Parker
Publ.Transcontinental Music
Publications 993120 (2001)

Durme, durme hijiko de Madre,
Durme, durme s'in ansio y dolor;
Sienti joya palavrikas de tu Madre.
Las palavras di Shema Yisrael.
Durme, durme hijiko de Madre,
Con hermozura de Shema Yisrael.

Sleep, sleep, mother's little one,

free from worry and grief.

Listen, my joy, to your mother's words,
the words of Shema Yisrael.

Sleep, sleep, mother's little one,

with the beauty of Shema Israel.

Shema Yisrael ("Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is One...") is a declaration of the Jewish faith
and a pledge of allegiance to God. It is said in the
morning and at night before sleep, and is the first
prayer that a Jewish child is taught to say.

Set Me as a Seal

Text: Song of Solomon

Music: Richard Nance

Publ. Walton Music Corporation,
HLo80501461 (2002)

French horn: Dawn Haylett

Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm;

For love is strong as death.

Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.



Miserere

Text: Psalm 85: 3,5

Music: Eva Ugalde

Publ. ediciones musicales s.I.
CM.2.0050 (2003)

Miserere Domine, quoniam ad te
clamavi tota die;

Quia tu Domine suavis ac mistis es.

Et copiosus in misericordia omnibus
invocantibus te.

Miserere mihi Domine

Inclina Aurem tuam et exaudi me.

Quoniam pauper sum ego. Amen.

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | have
cried to Thee all the day;
for Thou, O Lord, art sweet and mild,
and plenteous in mercy to all that call
upon Thee.

Bow down Thine ear to me, O Lord,

and hear me; for | am needy and poor.

| Thank You God

Text: E.E. Cummings
Music: Gwyneth Walker
Publ. E.C. Schirmer Music Company, 5331 (1998)

I thank You God for most this amazing
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of
trees and a blue true dream of sky; and
for everything which is natural which
Is infinite which is yes

(i who have died am alive again today,
and this is the sun's birthday; this is
the birth day of life and of love and
wings: and of the gay great happening
illimitably earth)

how should tasting touching hearing
seeing breathing any-lifted from the
no of all nothing-human merely being
doubt unimaginable You?

(now the ears of my ears awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)
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